
Oaklawn and Pleasantview Elementary Receive the Kansas State Department of Education’s Challenge 
Award for 2016

Oaklawn Elementary and Pleasantview Elementary were recently awarded the Kansas State Department of 
Education’s Challenge Award. Oaklawn received the award in the area of fifth grade math and Pleasantview in 
the area of fifth grade reading. 

The awards recognize Kansas schools that are making a notable difference in student achievement despite 
facing significant challenges in their school population. Since its inception in 2002, more than 1,500 awards 
have been presented to schools across the state. Certificates of Merit will be presented to schools by Kansas 
State Board of Education members. 

“We are very proud of this tremendous accomplishment and our students’ outstanding achievement in state 
assessment testing,” Craig Wilford, Superintendent of Schools, said.

The Confidence in Kansas Public Education Task Force has named 76 schools in 33 Kansas public school 
districts as recipients of the 2016 Challenge Awards. The Challenge Award recognizes schools for outstanding 
achievement and uncommon accomplishments based on Kansas Assessment results, the sample size, 
graduation rates, attendance and the socio-economic status of those taking the test. The Task Force is a non-
profit corporation whose primary purpose is to strengthen confidence in Kansas public education and to in-
crease awareness of the positive aspects of public education in the state. The Task Force was created in 1981.

Members of the Task Force include American Association of University Women; Kansas PTA; Kansas 
Association of School Boards; Kansas National Education Association; Kansas State Board of Education; 
Kansas State High School Activities Association; Kansas Partners in Education; League of Women Voters – 
Kansas; and United School Administrators of Kansas.

Oaklawn and Pleasantview’s principals are working on plans to recognize students at school for this accom-
plishment.
• Oaklawn Principal: Jarrod Craig, jcraig@usd260.com or (316) 554-0704
• Pleasantview Principal: Yvonne Rothe, yrothe@usd260.com or (316) 788-8555
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The mission of Derby Public Schools is to create and maintain a learning environment that ensures every student will attain a high 
level of personal growth and academic achievement.  We commit to using progressive and appropriate teaching strategies and 

individual guidance to inspire students to become lifelong learners and productive members of a global society.
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